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Assignment of rights

Standard Book publishing; 

the sole and exclusive right for 
the term and throughout the 
territory to publish, co publish 
and license others to publish or 
co-publish the Illustrations or any 
adaptation, abridgement or 
substantial part of it in volume 
and electronic form.

Derek Brazell



Assignment of rights

• Book publisher:
• 9.   In consideration of the Fee 

the Freelance Illustrator with 
full title guarantee assigns to 
the publisher any and all 
present and future copyright 
and any other rights in the 
product of the Services in all 
media whether in existence 
now or created in the future 
throughout the world for the full 
period of copyright including 
any extensions or renewals or 
revivals thereof.
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Assignment of rights
• Newspaper

4. …the exclusive right to use, publish or deal 
with the Material, and to license third parties to 
do the same…including…talking 
book…electronic device…and the right to include 
the Material in any book or other publication by 
the newspaper.

• Magazine publisher

4.1 Subject to 4.3 below, the Contributor grants 
the publisher the worldwide right first to publish 
the Images and an irrevocable and non-exclusive 
licence to store, use, transmit, publish, or 
otherwise reproduce and license the reproduction 
of the Images for any purpose in any form in or 
through or by means of any media throughout the 
world for the period commencing on the intended 
Publication Date and terminating on the expiry of 
the period of copyright.

Ulla Puggaard



Moral rights
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Moral rights

• Book publishing sees a variety of moral rights 
treatments

• Increase in the number of commissioners asking 
for moral rights to be waived.

• Book publisher: The Freelance Illustrator waives 
all and any moral rights he/she may have in the 
product of his/her services under the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988 (as amended 
from time to time). (10)



• An educational publisher: Under the provisions of the 
Copyright Designs and Patent Act 1988 the Supplier has 
a moral right of integrity, namely a right to object to 
derogatory treatment of the Supplier’s  work, For the 
avoidance of doubt the Supplier agrees that the 
treatment of the Artwork by the publisher in the normal 
course of publication distribution or transmission as 
described in Clause 3a including without limitation the 
manipulation, juxtaposition or orientation of the Artwork 
shall not constitute derogatory treatment and the 
Supplier shall make no claim against the publisher as a 
result of any such treatment. (7. Moral Rights)



Royalties and other revenues

Book publishing
• Flat fee
• Royalty agreement

– Subsidiary rights:
– A few examples:
– American, English Language and translation Rights
– royalty inclusive basis 
– royalty exclusive basis 
– anthology and quotation rights
– digest and digest book condensation rights 
– paperback reprint rights leased to another publisher 
– mechanical reproduction rights 

– electronic publishing rights
– strip cartoon or picturisation book rights
– first serial rights
– Merchandising rights
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Royalties and other revenues

Magazine and newspapers 
• Re-use fees from some newspapers and 

magazines offer around 50% of net revenue. 
• Newspaper ‘50% of net identifiable revenue’
• Magazine ‘…if it should license the Work for use 

by a third party (other than to the Magazine’s 
Associates) and receives a reproduction fee for 
such a use, you will be entitled to 50% of any net 
sales income received by the magazine for that 
use’
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• Copyright drives the illustration business
• illustrators are dealing with creating the 

work
• and the business related to selling that 

work
• But they are not equal to most of their 

commissioners
• Willing to adapt, but need fair 

remuneration
• Illustration may become an unviable 

profession

Robin Heighway-Bury
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Look! There goes 
our copyright!

DEREK BRAZELL Special Projects Manager of the AOI
Illustrations by Ulla Puggaard, Derek Brazell, Paul Davis, Robin Heighway-Bury, Henry Obasi 

and Simon Stern


