
7. UK Earnings Data1

 
 
 

7.1 Full sample 

 

Table 7.1 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 57,691 60,850 53,230 

f Variation (%)* 

 

 

The coefficient of variation is a measure of relative dispersion, 

alculated by expressing the standard deviation as a percentage 

 

                                                

Female 

Valid responses 1,094 664 330 

Median (£) 45,000 49,000 40,000 

Coefficient o 94.5 96.0 92.3 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.41   

*

c

of the mean. In all tables, means marked with an asterisk may be

unreliable as estimates of the true population means because of 

the small number of valid responses relative to the coefficient of 

variation. 

 
1 The tables in Chapters 7 and 8 are marked in matching numbers, for ease of reference. 
Thus, UK table 7.37 (Household income audio-visual authors 2004-5) corresponds to 
German table 8.37 (Household income audio-visual authors 2005). This system required 
omitting some successive numbers, as for example there is no corresponding German 
category to the UK public lending right (in Germany, PLR income is processed by VG 
Wort, see Chapter 4.4). 
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Table 7.2 UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

 All Male  

Mean (£) 42,825 47,874 34,131 

f Variation 

 COEFFICIENT 0.41   

Female

Valid responses 1,116 664 351 

Median (£) 32,683 36,576 25,000 

Coefficient o

(%) 

GINI

115.6 112.0 127.1 

 

0 200000 400000 600000 800000

Individual income 2004/05

0

100

200

300

400

500

Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

 

  

Lorenz curve

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

0 20 40 60 80 100

Cumulative % of authors

%
 C

um
ul

at
iv

e 
in

co
m

e

 



Table 7.3 UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

 All   

Mean (£) 16,531 17,556 15,850 

f Variation (%) 

Male Female

Valid responses 1,153 683 362 

Median (£) 4,000 4,000 4,000 

Coefficient o 258.9 272.9 232.4 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.74   
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Table 7.4 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 893 665 1,306 

f Variation (%) 182.0 200.0 153.1 

 

  

Female 

Valid responses 496 265 178 

Median (£) 200 154 254 

Coefficient o

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.73   
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Table 7.5 UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 892 976 778 

f Variation (%) 343.5 367.7 270.7 

 

Female 

Valid responses 852 526 246 

Median (£) 200 200 134 

Coefficient o

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.73   
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Table 7.6 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 2004-

5 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 4,365 3,791* 3,953 

f Variation (%) 

 

 

Female 

Valid responses 51 15 29 

Median (£) 3,000 3,000 2,000 

Coefficient o 101.6 96.0 95.3 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.48   
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Table 7.7 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (FULL SAMPLE),  

1999-2000 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 51,266 53,688 47,567 

f Variation (%) 

 

Female 

Valid responses 1,031 629 314 

Median (£) 40,000 40000 37,000 

Coefficient o 90.0 86.3 94.2 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.40   
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Table 7.8 UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 

1999-2000 

 

 All Male  

Mean (£) 37,769 42,853 28,445 

Median (£) 30,000 35,000 25,000 

f Variation (%) 

 

Female

Valid responses 1,029 620 323 

Coefficient o 104.2 97.7 106.9 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.40   
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Table 7.9 UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 

1999-2000 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 14,361 15,453 13,019 

f Variation (%) 

Female 

Valid responses 1,021 612 317 

Median (£) 4,000 4,000 4,000 

Coefficient o 238.1 245.0 220.6 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.72   
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Table 7.10 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 

1999-2000 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 929 808 1,224 

f Variation (%) 230.8 292.3 160.3 

Female 

Valid responses 355 200 118 

Median (£) 152 145 195 

Coefficient o

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.76   
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Table 7.11 

 

 

Valid 

Mean (£) 

Median (£) 

GINI COEFFICIENT 

 

UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (FULL SAMPLE), 

1999-2000 

All Male Female 

responses 494 320 127 

1,504* 1,867* 773* 

100 135 100 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 921.8 917.1 295.9 

0.89   
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T , 

 

Mean (£) 4,842 3,500* 5,404* 

f Variation (%) 

 

able 7.12 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (FULL SAMPLE)

1999-2000 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 25 10 10 

Median (£) 3,998 3,000 4,499 

Coefficient o 88.4 95.7 84.1 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.42   
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7.2 Professional authors 

 

Table 7.13 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (PROFESSIONAL  

AUTHORS*), 2004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 501 274 182 

55,620 58,630 52,734 

37,000 40,000 34,100 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 115.1 121.3 104.8 

GINI COEFFICIENT 

Mean (£) 

Median (£) 

0.47   
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*Professional authors are those who have been coded as authors, 

urnalists or translators/linguists because 

they allocate more than 50% of their time to one of these 

who describe themselves primarily as academics, teachers, other 

professionals or retired. 

audio-visual authors, jo

professions. Of our eight categories, this excludes those writers 



Table 7.14  

 

 

Valid 

Mean (£) 

Median (£) 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.51   

 

UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (PROFESSIONAL

AUTHORS), 2004-5 

All Male Female 

responses 514 271 196 

41,017 46,413 34,301 

25,337 30,000 20,397 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 146.4 144.7 154.3 
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Table 7.15 UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (PROFESSIONAL 

AUTHORS), 2004-5 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 525 277 202 

Mean (£) 

 

28,340 32,021 24,823 

Median (£) 12,330 14,000 10,614 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 204.9 212.8 187.7 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.63   
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T ,  

 

Mean (£) 1,333 1,030 1,737 

f Variation (%) 

able 7.16 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (PROFESSIONAL AUTHORS)

2004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 290 138 125 

Median (£) 376 269 500 

Coefficient o 146.4 167.0 125.5 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.67   
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Tab S),  

 

Mean (£) 984 1,116 870* 

f Variation (%) 

 

le 7.17 UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (PROFESSIONAL AUTHOR

2004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 387 210 139 

Median (£) 160 200 120 

Coefficient o 261.6 258.7 265.7 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.78   
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Tabl , 

2

 

Mean (£) 4,960 4,406* 4,471* 

f Variation (%) 

 

e 7.18 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (PROFESSIONAL AUTHORS)

004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 39 11 21 

Median (£) 3,450 3,450 2,300 

Coefficient o 97.2 90.1 93.3 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.49   
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Table 7.19 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (PROFESSIONAL 

AUTHORS), 1999-2000 

 

Mean (£) 49,073 52,218 44,858 

36,000 40,000 32,000 

f Variation (%) 105.5 103.9 

 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 486 267 177 

Median (£) 

Coefficient o 98.2 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.44   
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Table 7.20 UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (PROFESSIONAL 

AUTHORS), 1999-2000 

 

  

Mean (£) 36,062 43,272 26,246 

25,000 31,000 19,850 

f Variation (%) 

All Male Female 

Valid responses 481 258 182 

Median (£) 

Coefficient o 130.9 119.5 127.8 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.47   
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Table 7.21 UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (PROFESSIONAL 

AUTHORS), 1999-2000 

 

 All Male 

Mean (£) 24,142 29,006 18,162 

f Variation (%) 

 

Female 

Valid responses 477 256 181 

Median (£) 10,000 13,137 9,000 

Coefficient o 191.7 186.9 188.0 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.61   
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Table 7.22 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (PROFESSIONAL 

AUTHORS), 1999-2000 

All Male 

Valid responses 212 105 

Mean (£) 1,348 1,243* 

Median (£) 300 300 400 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 193.5 250.1 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.68  

 

 

 Female 

89 

1,501 

139.8 
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Table 7.23 UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (PROFESSIONAL AUTHORS), 

 

 Female 

Valid responses 67 

Mean (£) 

Median 

250.2 

GINI COEFFICIENT  

 

1999-2000 

All Male 

218 127 

2,670* 3,632* 1,223* 

(£) 100 100 100 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 778.7 743.7 

0.87  
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Table RS), 

 

Mean (£) 5,752* 4,600* 5,449* 

f Variation (%) 

 

 7.24 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (PROFESSIONAL AUTHO

1999-2000 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 16 5 9 

Median (£) 3,999 3,000 3,998 

Coefficient o 84.3 93.0 88.5 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.41   
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 income authors 7.3 Main

 

UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (MAIN INCOME 

AUTHORS*), 2004-5 

All Male Female 

responses 360 189 141 

Table 7.25 

 

 

Valid 

Mean (£) 62,241 69,521 55,679 

Median (£) 40,000 49,000 35,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 113.1 119.6 97.1 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.46   
 

*  ‘Main income’ authors are defined as those whose writing incomes are at least 50% of their individual 

incomes. 
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Table 7

A

156 

Mean (£) 45,655 56,783 34,130 

Median (£) 30,000 35,000 20,800 

f Variation (%) 144.8 143.1 132.5 

 

.26 UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (MAIN INCOME 

UTHORS), 2004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 379 191 

Coefficient o

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.53   
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Table 7.27 

 

 

Valid 

Mean (£) 

Median 

GINI COEFFICIENT 

UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS), 

2004-5 

All Male Female 

responses 379 191 156 

41,186 51,754 30,524 

(£) 23,000 30,000 17,266 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 158.4 155.4 145.0 

0.56   
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Table 7.28 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS),  

2004-5 

 

 Female 

Valid 

Mean (£) 

Median (£) 

GINI COEFFICIENT 

All Male 

responses 216 94 101 

1,591 1,276 1,936 

500 405 600 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 128.4 140.3 116.6 

0.62   
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Table 7.29 UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS), 

2004-5 

 

    

V 150 9 

Mean (£) 1,350 1,603 1,095* 

Median (£) 

Coefficient of Variation (%)  

G

 

All Male Female

alid responses 283 10

200 280 150 

247.6 242.5 254.0

INI COEFFICIENT 0.79   
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Table 7.30    UK TOTAL GRANTS COME AUTHORS), 

 

 Female 

Valid responses 

Mean (£) 

Median 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.41   

 

INCOME (MAIN IN

2004-5 

All Male 

21 6 13 

6,767 6,208* 5,374* 

(£) 5,000 4,875 5,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 79.9 74.0 77.8 
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Table 7.31 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (MAIN INCOME 

ORS), 1999-2000 

 

Valid responses 173 125 

Mean (£) 54,631 59,551 48,080 

edian (£) 39,000 40,000 35,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 99.7 107.2 99.2 

0.41 

AUTH

 All Male Female 

326 

M

GINI COEFFICIENT   
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Table 7.32 AL INCOME (MAIN INCOME 

 

 Female 

Valid 340 176 134 

Mean (£) 

Median 

GINI COEFFICIEN   

 

UK TOTAL INDIVIDU

AUTHORS), 1999-2000 

All Male 

responses 

40,512 48,981 29,796 

(£) 25,000 30,500 19,563 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 138.9 125.5 142.8 

T 0.51 
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Table 7.33 

 

 

Valid 

Mean (£) 

Median (£) 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.41   

 

UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS), 

1999-2000 

All Male Female 

responses 340 176 134 

36,234 44,840 26,523 

20,200 27,985 15,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 144.0 136.1 147.9 
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Table 7.34 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS),  

1999-2000 

 

Mean (£) 1,529 1,433* 1,662 

f Variation (%) 

 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 174 81 69 

Median (£) 374 300 453 

Coefficient o 184.4 238.6 132.3 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.67   
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T U

1999-2000 

 ll e e 

es 7 1  

Mean (£) 3,343* 4,672* 1,470* 

(£) 

nt of Variation (%) .9 0 6 

 

 

able 7.35 K TOTAL ALCS INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS),  

 

A Mal Femal

Valid respons 17 10 55

Median 150 156 100 

Coefficie 687 648. 226.

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.90   
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T , 

1999-2000 

 ll e e 

es  

Mean (£) 6,833* 4,600* 7,167* 

(£) 

nt of Variation (%) 6   

 

 

able 7.36 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (MAIN INCOME AUTHORS)

 

A Mal Femal

Valid respons 12 5 6 

Median 4,500 3,000 5,500 

Coefficie 74. 93.0 70.3

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.36   

0.00 5000.00 10000.00 15000.00

Grants etc 1999/2000

0

1

2

3

4

Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

 

 

 

Lorenz curve

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

0 20 40 60 80 100

Cumulative % of authors

%
 C

um
ul

at
iv

e 
in

co
m

e

 

 



7.4 Audio-visual authors 

 

Table 7.37 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL 

WRITERS), 2004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 95 67 17 

Mean (£) 69,555 69,939 62,694 

Median (£) 60,000 60,000 55,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 82.6 85.2 64.4 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.42   
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Table 7.38 UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL 

ERS), 20WRIT 04-5 

 

Mean (£) 53,765 56,439 41,174 

40,000 40,000 35,000 

f Variation (%) 

 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 99 67 19 

Median (£) 

Coefficient o 123.7 83.8 76.5 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.44   
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Table 7.39   UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL WRITERS

2004-5 

All Male 

responses 99 68 18 

38,111 40,736 33,349* 

(£) 15,000 15,000 21,500 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 128.5 129.7 101.8 

), 

 

 Female 

Valid 

Mean (£) 

Median 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.60   
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T UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL WRITERS),  

 

Mean (£) 767* 689* 1,124* 

f Variation (%) 

   

able 7.40 

2004-5 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 30 21 7 

Median (£) 256 200 380 

Coefficient o 177.6 201.3 135.4 

GINI COEFFICIENT 0.67   
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Table 7.41 

 

 Female 

Valid responses 

Mean (£) 

Median (£) 

GINI COEFFICIENT 

 

UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL WRITERS), 

2004-5 

All Male 

75 52 15 

1,603 1,506* 2,492* 

500 500 1,025 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 155.0 157.4 129.9 

0.67   
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Table 7.42   UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL WRITERS), 

2004-5 

 

 Female 

Valid 

Mean (£) N/A 

Median (£) N/A 

N/A 

GINI COEFFICIENT  

 

 

Table 7.43 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL 

WRITERS), 1999-2000 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 91 64 17 

Mean (£) 64,410 64,939 48,071 

Median (£) 40,000 40,000 44,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 115.2 114.4 56.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Male 

responses 5 3 0 

2,003* 2,839* 

1,000 3,500 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 100.0 81.5 

N/A  



Table 7.44 UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL 

ERS), 1999-WRIT 2000 

 

Mean (£) 52,905 56,988 31,622 

f Variation (%) 

 

 

Table 7.45 UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL  

WRITERS), 1999-2000 

 

 

 

 

 

Valid responses 13 4 

Mean (£) 809* 695* 564* 

Median (£) 200 200 320 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 185.9 221.2 114.2 

 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 90 62 18 

Median (£) 35,000 37,000 30,000 

Coefficient o 137.6 129.1 45.4 

All Male Female 

Valid responses 87 62 16 

Mean (£) 40,326 44,511* 21,169* 

Median (£) 19,000 16,650 20,000 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 172.5 175.6 88.5 

 

Table 7.46 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL  

WRITERS), 1999-2000 

All Male Female 

19 



Table 7.47 

 

 

Mean 

Median (£) 

 

 

Table 7.48 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL  

WRITERS), 1999-2000 

 

 All Male Female 

Valid responses 3 3 0 

Mean (£) 6,333* 6,333* N/A 

Median (£) 4,000 4,000 N/A 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 77.9 77.9 N/A 

 

 

UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME (AUDIO-VISUAL 

WRITERS), 1999-2000 

All Male Female 

Valid responses 46 34 7 

(£) 2,144* 1,376* 3,122* 

900 505 2,196 

Coefficient of Variation (%) 170.5 156.3 106.1 



7.5 Income by age group 

 

Table 7.49 UK TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY AGE GROUP 

(FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

Ag 25-34  65+ 

Valid responses 21 93 261 386 321 

Mean (£) 37,697 55,818 67,186 62,865 46,281

Me 0 5 32,341

Co

(%) 

60.9  10 .8 80  102.8 

Table 7.50 

 

Age 65+ 

Valid 263 403 323 

Mean (£) 45,957 37,640

Median (£) 39,000 27,696

(%) 

 

 

e group 35-44 45-54 55-64 

dian (£) 30,00 45,000 55,000 3,500 

efficient of variation 80.2 2 .6

 

 

UK TOTAL INDIVIDUAL INCOME BY AGE GROUP 

(FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

group 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 

responses 22 93 

30,322 39,474 46,945

26,500 35,000 35,000

Coefficient of variation 76.6 98.0 142.2 94.7 116.2 



Table 7.51 

 

Age group 65+ 

Valid 264 411 345 

Mean (£) 18,217 10,859

Median (£) 8,000 5,700 4,000 2,000 

Coefficient of variation 

(%) 

130.5 289.7 233.3 234.9 

 

 

Table 7.52 UK TOTAL PLR INCOME BY AGE GROUP 

(FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

Age group 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Valid responses 6 34 112 167 169 

Mean (£) 127* 600* 919 856 993 

Median (£) 57 120 238 200 146 

Coefficient of variation (%) 145.7 193.8 167.0 184.7 182.1 

 

 

Table 7.53 UK TOTAL ALCS INCOME BY AGE GROUP 

(FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

 

Age group 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Valid responses 11 67 196 322 246 

Mean (£) 343* 1,017* 943 924 831* 

Median (£) 100 200 200 210 115 

Coefficient of variation (%) 126.8 206.8 239.3 254.3 539.0 

 

 

UK TOTAL WRITING INCOME BY AGE GROUP 

(FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 

responses 22 97 

8,219* 16,820 21,860

2,700 

159.0 



Table 7.54 UK TOTAL GRANTS INCOME BY AGE GROUP 

(FULL SAMPLE), 2004-5 

Age roup 25-34 4 4 5 65+ 

Valid 4 1 10 

Mean (£) 3,738 7,100* 6,240* 2,723* 2,874*

Median 3,975 

Coefficient of variation (%) 35.5 7 96 65.8 

 

 

g 35-4 5-54 5-64 

 responses 5 16 6 

(£) 4,000 4,875 2,000 2,250 

114. 84.5 .3 

 



7.6 Writing income as % of other income 

 

Table 7.55  CONTRIBUTION OF WRITING INCOME TO TOTAL 

IND VIDUAL INCOME IN THE UK (F L SAM ), 2

 

e of authors for whom g 

income contributes: authors 

More than 50% of total individual income 32.9 

4.6 

21.7 

100% of total individual income 20.3 

 

 

 

authors 

59.6 

8.4 

More than 90% of total individual income 42.8 

100% of total individual income 40.0 

 

I UL PLE 004-5 

Percentag  writin % of 

More than 75% of total individual income 2

More than 90% of total individual income 

 

Table 7.56  CONTRIBUTION OF WRITING INCOME TO TOTAL 

INDIVIDUAL INCOME IN THE UK  

(PROFESSIONAL AUTHORS), 2004-5 

Percentage of authors for whom writing 

income contributes: 

% of 

More than 50% of total individual income 

More than 75% of total individual income 4


